2
:
4
3
.
Lad
3
3

4

Sl

mi;gs;.:-: e 4 e

28 48

oy pet
JIRION | B T

PR
wdh

P T | s TR TS T T AR | 1B W o

R S dovrm e

1 thidbis

t
it

H T o b 11; I8 3
‘pankments, viaducts, bridges,
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sary examinations and surveys to be made for the
location of the road.
On the 4th of July, 1828, the ceremony of laying
the first stone was performed; but 1t was not untii the
outumn of that year that active operations towards the
construction of the work were commenced; since that
period 1ts prosecution has been pursued with energy
and zeal.
Cwing to the peculiarly unfavourable topography of
the country, on the first division of the road, the diffi-
culties thére have been very great, and have necessarily
involved a considerable delay anc expease. Taking
into view, however, the extent of the excavations, em-
s, and culverts, all of which
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in a manner not surpassed in
this or any other country;
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vs it is confidently believed that

1o similar undertaking has been advanced with greater
despatch, either here or abroad.
Now that the company have accomplished the most
difficult part of their undertaking, and acquired, by ex-
perience, much valuable information and many facilities,
which, from the novelty of the subject, could only be
gained from a course of practical experiments, all
doubts have been removed, and they are ‘encouraged,
by the most cheering confidence, in the entire success of
their enterprize: at the same iiné, judging from the
results ascertained since the valley of the Patapsco has

A WL A Y

been gained, ihey emtsitain no doubt bnt that the gra
duation, masonry, and construction with a double set of
tracks may be accomplished between the present termt
nation of the road and the Ohio river, at or nearl
within the original estimated cost of ¢20,000 per mile
-ud that in the event of the requisite funds being place
at the disposal of this company, the whole work mig
be completed and put into operaticn in five years. |

From the extremely unfavourable surface over whic
the road was necessarily to pass for the first eight miles
in order to reach the valley of the Patapsco, it W




